THE   HISTORY   OF  SPIRITUALISM

to the truth, established a reign of terror which warns
the intellectual classes from the subject. So the
matter stands at present.

But the Press, for the moment, was well-disposed
and Judge Edmonds's famous summing-up, perhaps
the finest and most momentous that any judge has
ever delivered, met with respect, if not with concur-
rence. The New York Courier wrote :

The letter from Judge Edmonds, published by us on
Saturday, with regard to the so-called spiritual manifesta-
tions, coming as it did from an eminent jurist, a man re-
markable for his clear common sense in the practical affairs
of life, and a gentleman of irreproachable character, arrested
the attention of the community, and is regarded by many
persons as one of the most remarkable documents of the day.

The New York "Evening Mirror said:

John W. Edmonds, the Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court for this district, is an able lawyer, an industrious
judge and a good citizen. For the last eight years occupying
without interruption the highest judicial stations, whatever
may be his faults no one can justly accuse him of lack of
ability, industry, honesty or fearlessness. No one can doubt
his general saneness, or can believe for a moment that the
ordinary operations of his mind are not as rapid, accurate
and reliable as ever. Both by the practitioners and suitors
at his bar he is recognized as the head, in fact and in merit,
of the Supreme Court for this District.

The experience of Dr. Robert Hare, Professor of
Chemistry in the University of Pennsylvania, is also
of interest, because he was one of the first eminent
men of science who, setting out to expose the delusion
of Spiritualism, became finally a firm believer. It was
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